
Appendix 2 - Cumbria County Council’s Local Committee for Eden: Comments 
to the A66 NTP Consultation 

 
Points raised by Members of the County Council Local Committee for Eden held on 
Thursday, 30 September 2021 at 10.30 am at The George Hotel, Devonshire Street, 
Penrith, CA11 7SU 
 
 

PRESENT: 
 

Mr P Dew (Chair) 
 

Mrs HF Carrick 
Mr A Connell 
Miss HJ Fearon 
 

Mr N Hughes 
Mr T Wentworth Waites 
Mr D Whipp (Vice-Chair) 
 

 
 

- Members raised the importance of active travel due to its positive impact on 
physical health and mental wellbeing. The project could provide a great 
opportunity for active travel across an East - West corridor by utilising de-
trunked sections of the A66. The de-trunked sections could also be used to 
enhance connectivity for local residents to ensure their access to the road 
network was not compromised by the project.  

 
- National Highways should give greater consideration to the A66 diversion 

routes, specifically the A6 and A685. An audit should be undertaken on the 
these diversion routes and any improvements should be funded by National 
Highways before construction begins. 

 
- Members have asked for assurance that Junction 40 capacity issues should 

be addressed fully by the project. The performance of this key junction will 
also impact on traffic in Penrith Town Centre. 
 

- Further consideration of a 50mph speed limit at Kemplay Bank needs to be 
undertaken along with how it will be enforced. Members wanted assurance 
that this would not impact negatively on the Fire, Ambulance and Police 
Service based at Kemplay Bank.  
 

- Further consideration should be given to residents living adjacent to the A66 
particularly in relation to flooding, such as the community near Skirsgill Lane. 
Members wanted assurance that the A66 project did not result in additional 
run off and would negatively impact on flooding in the area. 
 

- There is little information on the local roads to be used during the 
construction phase and there was a concern that an increase in traffic would 
damage the roads.  
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- A HGV service area site needs to be identified. The provision of a service 
station would benefit the large number of HGV’s utilising the route and the 
wider area in economic terms. 
 

- There are concerns about the walking, cycling and equestrian connectivity at 
Kemplay Bank and Junction 40 as this had been raised by residents. The 
location of the route requires consideration to enhance the user experience. 
 

- Members raised concern about the removal of the right turn at Brougham 
junction due to its important role as a diversion route. 
 

- Road diversions and closures during construction could impact on traffic and 
parking in Penrith. It had taken many years to develop the Penrith Parking 
and Movement Study and the project could impact negatively upon it. 
Members urged National Highways to ensure that both ends of the road were 
kept open during construction as road users would need to get clear access 
and egress at both ends. 
 

- Members stressed the importance of a legacy benefit from the project. If the 
project created local jobs and local contractors were employed, then locally 
based higher education courses should be provided. This would allow young 
people to secure a job on the project and stay in Eden. The significant 
financial investment in the road should have a positive impact on the wider 
economy. 

 
 


